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Present Ccndition

The three-story brick mill survives, together with the
manor house and the octagonal schoolhouse. Both the mill and
its machinery ere in an excellent state of preservation.

The mill has been termed “unigue" by an authority on the
subject, who stated: '

...there is not, to my knowledge, one other example of
a 19th century textile mill with all the original
machinery...

The textile machines--carding machines, spinning
machines, looms, and so forth--represent the finest
types manufactured in the United States in the third
quarter of the 19th century. Generally speaking,
textile machines of this period have not been preserved,
s mills in operation discarded them as they wore out or
became obsolete. The two ring frames, used as twisters,
are the earliest full-size mechines of this type in
existence. The ring frarewve:zs invented by an American,
John Thorpe, and patented in 1£29. VWe have several
patent models in our collection, but I 4o hot know
of a single full-size ring frame in a museum collection
in this country.

In addition to the above mentioned structures, the property
contains a smokehouse, an 1870's church and the family
" cemetery.

-
<

. lLetter from Grace L. Rogers, Associate Curator in Charge|
Division of Textiles, Smithsonian Institution, to Ray H.
Mattison, National Park Service, October 9, 1961.
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Built in 1859-1860 as the central feature of a self-
sufficient community on Missouri's western frontier, Watkins
Mill today is probably the best preserved example of a mid
nineteenth century woclen mill. UNot only the building, but
the rare machinery and the voluminious business records also
have been preserved.

Waltus Watkins, builder of the mill, was born in Virginisa
in 1806 and grew up in Kentucky. At the age of 25 he moved
to Liberty, Missouri where he operated a gristmill and later,
a cotton mill. The baled cotton was brought up the Missouri
River from 8%. Louis. In 1838 he bought the land for his
Utopian community and built a log cabin residence. In 1851
he built a2 large brick manor house and, some time later, an
octagonal schoolhouse for his own and the children of his
workmen. At first Watkins carried on a grain and stock
farming operation, but in 1859 he began to build his woolen
mill. He salvaged a beciler from a sunken steamboat and
ordered the latest equipment from the East, along with .
skilled operators. Other labor was hired locally, but many
of his employees lived in cottages he built for them. Watkins
died in 1884, and about two years later the mill ceasead
operation.
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The property remained in the hands of Watkins' heirs
until 19L5. The new owners preserved the buildings and
records, but efforts to bring the mill into public ownership
‘ vere unavailing. When the property was seold again at public
_____ : \ auction in 18 he mill records apd Watkins family were

N\, given to thounty Historical Society, and were

-_7—‘—:$’deposited in e narry S. Truman Library. A non-profit

organization, the Watkins Mill Association, was formed to

operate the mill as a museum under lease from the new owner.
{t becane a State Park in May 1962.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- . . L X
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certx_fy that this property is included In the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Netional Register
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - -
. ies . . . R Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
tevel of significance of this nomination is:

National X State [ Local O |
GD) MERRILL D. BEAL = || ‘pare
. Nﬁ:%m% ' » » ~ | . ATTEST:

] -Director, Midwest Region
TitteNational Park Service

Keeper of The National Register

Date FEB A ]973 Date
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Bouncdary Descrpiten for Watkins
Mill National Historic Landmark

(Watkins Mill State Park is "T" shaped)

Beginning at a point 0.12 miles directly south of the southwest
corner of the west arm of Watkins Mill State Park.

North to the southwest corner of the west arm of the park, continuing
north azlong the west boundary of the west arm 0.52 miles to its
northvest corner, continuing another 0.25 miles directly north to
County Road MM.

North and east along Road MM about 2.14 miles to its intersection
with the road which skirts the east boundary of the park's east arm.

South 1.38 miles along the above mentioned east boundary road to
the southeast corner of the park's eastern arm.

West along the south boundary of the east arm and continuing across
the center of the park 1.7k miles to the starting point.

The 1,520 acres recommended for the landmark is part of the origiral
Watkins patent of 5,000 acres.

This acreage is needed to preserve an appropriate setting for the
buildings and other historic featurec thet formed ﬁhe heart of the
Watkins plantation.

All of the landmark will eventually be acquired by the state and
managed as historic land.
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WATKINS MILL (WATKINS MILL STATE PARK)

COUNTY : Clay
LOCATION: 4 mi SW of Lawson on U.S. Highway 69;
: ‘ 1 1/2 mi Won County MM; 3/4 mi S on gravel
road
OWNER: Missouri State Park Board
ADDRESS : P.0. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building,

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER: 11-13-66

DATE CERTIFICATE AWARDED
(AND PRESENTOR):

DATE FILE REVIEWED:

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK
DATE OF ELIGIBILITY:
DATE OF PRESENTATION OF PLAQUE:
DATE OF ENTRY: 11-13-66

























